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- TELLSTROM, 


_ MISSIONARY TO LAPLAND. 


Ir was early in the spring of 1833, that a 
serious-looking young man came to the study 
of the Wesleyan Missionary at Stockholm, 
and ‘requested a reply to the following ques- 
tion: “Is it right that 4 young man should 
work on the Sabbath-day ?’ The answer 
was, of course, in the negative, and the in- 
quirer was: reminded of the commandment 
which expressly, and without the possibility 
of misunderstanding, forbids all manner ‘of 
work on that day. The youth proceeded to 
state that he was a journeyman painter, and 
that, especially during the summer months, it 
was universally expected by the employers, 

1* ; 
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that no hesitation would be felt in doing such 
work on the Sabbath as might be deemed ne- 
cessary. He further noticed, that he was 
about to form a new contract with his master, 
and had thought of stipulating for at least as 
much Sabbath-time as would permit his at- 
tending the Swedish service conducted in the 
English church, but was plainly told that no 
such compromise could consist with a due ob- 
servance of the day, seeing the Sabbath is a 
whole day, just as Monday or Tuesday are 
whole days. A further conversation with the 


: . interesting youth brought out the fact that, 


_ by the blessing of God on the Swedish ser- 

vices conducted in the English church, he had 

been awakened to serious concern for his soul, 
and was truly asking the-way to Zion with his 
face.thitherward. He received such instruc- 
tion as was deemed suitable, and on the par- 
ticular point which formed the subject of his 
inquiry, seemed to feel that he was called, at 
any risk, to desist from secular labor on the 
Lord’s day. This, in Sweden, is not however 
so easily accomplished. Few, very few, feel 
and acknowledge the divine obligation of the 
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Sabbath, or. the indispensable necessity for 
Christians to. sanctify that day unto the Lord, 
that He may bless it to them. And therefore 
- it is found there, as it must be found every- 
where, that an unsanctified Sabbath is a great 
curse, a prolific source of vices and miseries 
various and appalling. Not only are theatres 
and other places of public amusement open 
in Sweden on the evening of the holy day, 
but a very slight pressure of worldly business 
is deemed sufficient to justify a profanation of 
the ‘day at variance with sacred precept, 
sound wisdom, and human improvement. 


Hence the dig§pulty of persons in subordinate ~ 


situations serving the Lord fully, and the writ- 
er of these pages can testify that a prominent 
and mighty hinderange in the way of many 


who seem desirous of fleeing from the wrath _ 


to come, is found in the fact, that their em- 
ployers demand their labor on the Sabbath, 
and the choice between disobeying the com- 
mand of God, or forsaking a profitable avo- 
cation, without any hope “of finding another 
. more favorable to piety, is im numerous in- 
stances a heavy trial. Ina few days the 


~w 
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young man appeared again at the study 
of the Missionary, and made a favorable 
report. He said, “Itold my master that 
in making a new engagement, I must request 
him to allow me to escape all labor on the 
Sabbath ; he seemed a little surprised that 
-any such stipulation should bethought of, but 
declared that he was unwilling to force any — 
one to that which was unpleasant to him, only 
if he would not work on the Sabbath, he 
could not expect his board on that day, anda 
seventh part of his wages would be deducted. 
This,”’ added the youth, “ gives me no con- 
cern, for I can make my coat last a little 
longer if I earn less to buy a new one, and as 
for food, a bit of hard bread and a drink of 
water will abundantly aatisfy my wants, while 
I have the great privilege of devoting the 
whole Sabbath to the interests of my immor- 
tal spirit”? He mentioned at the same time 

a circumstance, which marked at once the 
- beginnings of his efforts to do good and the 
unaffected modesty of his character. “I have 
got into a difficulty,”’ he said, “and need advice. 
Hight days ago, I mentioned to four appren- 
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tices who occupy the same room with me, how 
improper it was that we should retire to.rest 
without any general acknowledgment of God, 
and I proposed that they should allow me for 
one week, only one week, to condutt. domes- 
tic worship, and at the end of the appointed. 


‘perjod I would not press its continuance. The 


eight days are gone ‘by, and pot only have the 
apprentices beggéd: that the service may be 
continued, but others, older than myself, de- 
sire this too. For the. latter I am cy, un- 
prepared, and know: ‘not’ what fo.do.” He 
was exhorted to continue the good praitice, 


and cheerfullf allow as many as felt disposed 


to attend, the more espécially as: family pray- 
ex is a thing so rarely practised in Sweden, 


and persons not heals of families, who may 


desire the privilege, know not where. or how 
to enjoy it.. Enqouraged by the advice given 
him, he proceeded in the good work begun, 


and availed himself of special ‘seasons to make 


a few suitable remarks. These, however, he 
alwayscommitted to paper, and showed to the 


- “* , Missionary previous to delivery, saying he was 
as to trust his own jedemente a and fear. 


4 : er 
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ed on so important a matter as religion to 
utter any thing unadvisedly with his lips. 
Not only.was there nothing to correct in these 
spiritual essays, but the minister found in them 
a presage of the peculiar talent for Scripture 
_ exposition and cibse exhortation which has 
since distinguished this young man. 

Not long afterwards, he came with the fol- 
lowing inquiry : “In what way can a young 
man read the Scriptures to fnost advantage?” . 
Such instructions were given him as appeared 
necessary. He was directed, among other 
thins, to read the Scripture in regular order, 
to read for the purpose of “ knowing the ho- 
ly Scriptures,” of becoming acquainted with 
the general contents of that “ book of books, 
the book of God? algp for the purpose of 
nourishing the flame of devotion, and feeding 
his soul with this heavenly. sustenance. He 
was told that he would often meet with 
“things hard to be “understood,” but that he 
had better not perplex his mind with them, 
rather passing them by for the present, and, 
if deemed desirable, noting the difficult por- 
tions, and taking an early opportunity of con- 
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versing with the Missionary about them. This 
led to frequent and most interesting visits. At 
_ night, when the labor af the. day, was at an 
end, he would bendshis steps-to the. study of 
the Missionary, with a slip of paper on. which 


many such passages were noted, and when _— - 


questioned as to his own: understanding. of 
ary particular expression; ‘it was found: not 
only that he had, carefully’ studied the words, 
but also that, guided by the Spirit of Truth, | 
he had ‘been led into, all the truth. so. far as it 
could bé known.. He was a most diligent 
and successful Bible réader, not only af sttited 
séagons, when he deprived his: weary. body’ of 
sleep to peruse the-word of God, but at every 
opportunity through the day he was found 
- searching the divine record, for which purpose 
he uniformly carried a pocket. Bible with him 
wherever he went. Much of the stability, 
the unvarying consistency of his future course, 
. must. be traced to. this source. He was no- 
superficial professor, taking up lightly what- - 
ever comes at second hand. He read for — 
himself, sought to have.the word of Christ 
- dwelling in him richly in all wisdom; and he 


i2 TELLSTROM, 


found that word profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness, that he as a man of God might 
~ be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

At another and no distant period, this youth 
appeared again at the Missionary’s house with 
a new inquiry, presented with his usual sim- 
plicity, modesty, and earnestness. “Is it 
right,” he asked, “that a young man conti- 
nue receiving, receiving, all the Sabbath, 
without attempting to communicate any- 
thing ?” The feeling which prompted this 
question, might naturally be expected to arise 
in the mind of one who had passed from death 
unto life—from darkness into light, and who, 
once blind, but now seeing, had learned to — 
understand his own danger; to appreciate and 
avail himself of the only way of escape, and 
discovering the unhappy condition of perish-— 
ing souls around, felt constrained by the love 
of Christ to say to them, “ We are journeying 
unto the place of which the Lord said I will 
give it you, come thou with us and we will 
do thee good: forthe Lord hath spoken good 
concerning Israel.” However natural the 
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_ feeling, and however well understood in such 
lands as America and England, where all who 
are -with Christ, are impressed with the duty 
of gathering with him, yet we must bé fully 
acquainted with the state of things in the no- 
minally Christian Churches of Europe, where 
a dead form has taken the place of the living 
power,. to comprehend the difficulties suf- 
rounding stich a questiori as the ofe given 
'. above. In Sweden all ‘dre nominally Chris- 

tians, but lamentably few do any thing for 
 Chrisflanity ; and the prejudice against’ arty 


thing like lay agency in the work of the Lord, — 


is very strong. It 1s-not easy to decidé whe- 
ther this is octasioned by some remains of the 


Popish feeling which surrounds the priest with 


a’ mysterious influence, and superstitiously 


awards him the monopoly of all. and-évery 


kind of spiritual effort, or results ‘from the 
general indifference on all matters involving 


purely religious effort which everywhere: pre- . 
vals. But the prejudice i is there, and power- 
' fully operates'to discourage and obstruct such . 
as feel themselves called to work the work of 


Gods Nfinisters of religion there, and -these 
¥ 2 | 
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not the most worldly-minded, oppose decided- 
ly all interference by laymen with what they 
consider their peculiar work. . It is therefore 
exceedingly rare to meet with private mem-- 
bers of the Church who, braving all the hin- 
derances thrown in their way, labor for the 
ritual good of their fellow-men; and when 
such do appear, and their unobtrusive labor 
becomes known, they are stared at, as enthu- 
siastic objects of wonder, or reviled and evil- — 

spoken of as impertinent intruders into anoth- 
er man’s line of things. It is matter for 
thankfulness, however, that the subject of this 
sketch is not the only one who, during the last 
six years, has been induced to propose similar 
inquiry. Many pious laymen and holy f{e- 
males are using the talent God has given 
theni, and by distributing tracts, visiting the 
almshouses, gathering and instructing child- 
ren, holding meetings for devotion and the 
like, exemplify the meaning of the important 
words: “And let him that heareth, say, 
Come.” One of the most important results 
of the Missionary’s labors in that country, has 
been to break the ice on this question, espe- 
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cially in the capital; and, demonstrating the 
duty, destrableness, practicability, and privi- 
lege of engaging in such works and labors of 
love, lead the spiritually enlightened to exert 
themselves in a suitable manner for the con- 
version and salvation of their fellow-country- 
men around them. - 

The young inquirer received with evident 
delight the information, that as every convert- 
ed soul was a prepared instrument in the 
hands of God for carrying on his great and 
‘gracious work, it could not be right for any to 
receive without any attempt to communicate, 
‘seeing we are to do good unto all men as we 
have opportunity. His desire then was to be 
directed as to the kind of employment in 
which he ought to engage; and on being ad- 
_ vised to gather a few destitute children 
around him on the Lord’s day, and endeavor 
- to sow the good seed, which is the word of 
God, in their ledrts, he stated, that this was 
just what had occupied his thoughts. He was 
soon assisted in obtaining a suitable room, and 
ere long he found himself at the head of a 
very interesting and promising Sabbath- 
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school ; the first, it may be said, ever formed 
in that kingdom on a principle and with an 
object analagous to those which influence and 
direct such benevolent operations in this coun- 
try. What is called a Sunday School has 
long been established in each parish of the 
capital, but a slight acquaintance with them 
is sufficient to convince us that the religious 
instruction communicated is very meagre, and 
that no effort is made to apply the perfect 
law of the Lord to the converting of the soul. 
Too much secularity is mixed up with the ex- 
ercises, and improvement for this world is too 
manifestly the object aimed at. The laws of 
the land strictly prohibit any interference by 
foreigners with the religious education of 
Swedish youth, and this in order to preclude 
any exercise of influence that would tend to 
withdraw members from the Swedish Church. 
All the inhabitants of the land are, as it were 
by birthright, members of that Church, and 
no dissent of any kind is tolerated. On the 
contrary, a Swede, leaving his national church, 
exposes himself, according to the letter of the 
law, to the confiscation of his property and 
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banishment from the land of his fathers. It 
is manifest. that the object of these old, but 
not abrogated laws was to prevent for ever 
the reintroduction of Popery into the country, 
and most effectual they have proved for this 
purpose; but the terms employed being gene- 
ral, they exert a power upon Protestant la- 
borers, who may not be of the Lutheran 
Church, which proves a hinderance to an ex- 
tent not now desitfed by many adherents of 
that creed. Hence it becomes necessary that 
all efforts to do good in Sweden, made by 
members of other Churches, should be purely 
disinterested, and the revival and extension of . 
vital Christianity, not the enlargement of any 
particular denomination, be the object aimed 
at. Such being the state of the case the mis- 
sionary at Stockholm did not feel himself jus- 
tified in giving any personal attention to the 
newly-formed Sabbath school ; he never visit~ 
ed that school, though its interesting teacher 
made frequent application for advice, and aid 
by donations of tracts, New Testaments, &c., 
- for the use of the children attending. This 

essay to do good was a most encouraging one, 
2* | 
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but our young friend did not confine himself 
to this branch of religious enterprise. He 
visited many workshops in the capital during 
his moments of leisure from his own business, 
and succeeded in prevailing on numbers of 
his own class to provide themselves, at a re- 
duced price, with the Holy Scriptures. Early 
on the Sabbath morning he went out with a 
supply of religious tracts, and visiting the 
cottages of the poor, and the dwellings of the 
more highly favored, distributed his precious 
messengers, accompanying the gift with a 
word of exhortation or admonition, especially 
inviting the neglecters of the house of God to 
attend some place of public worship. And 
when the public services of the holy day 
were closed, as also on some of the week-day: 
evenings, he was found surrounded by little 
companies of the truly pious, who sought by 
intercourse with him to learn the way of the 
Lord more perfectly, and not a few were aid- 
ed in the pursuit of spiritual things by his 
scriptural counsels. Thus did he faithfully 
employ the grace given hima, and become pre- 
pared for more extended usefulness. 
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Toward the close of the year 1834, Tell- 
strom, the youth now noticed, called again 
on the Missionary, evidently on a new and spe- 
cial errand. His countenance was unusually 
grave, and his whole appearance deeply seri- 


.ous. He said he feared his counsellor would 


be offended at his boldness on this occasion, 
for he had been indulging a desire which. per- 
haps never could be realized. . Some time 
ago, he mentioned, I met with a work de- 
scribing the destitute condition of that por- 
tion of my fellow countrymen inhabiting the 
wilds of Lapland. Their temporal privations 
are numerous and afflictive, but their spiritual 
darkness and ignorance is yet more distressing. 
They are connected with the several parishes 
which comprise that part of the country, and 


_ probably all baptized; but from the necessary 
_ habits of life to which they are subjected, and 


the little that has been done for their religious 
improvement, they cannot be considered bet 
ter than baptized heathens. “Oh!” he said 
with peculiar earnestness, “I desire most ar- 
dently, that I might be employed. laboring 
among these semi-barbaxians ; tell me if Jam 
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wrong in indulging such a wish.” Consider- 
ing it possible that he might have been car 
ried away by some sudden impulse, he was 
put to the test on a variety of points connect- 
ed with the work he longed after, that he 
might have the opportunity of examining 
himself fully on the whole matter. The lan- 
guage, he was informed, is one peculiarly 
difficult to be acquired ; it is scarcely possible, 
we are told, to learn it, so as to speak it with 
that correctness of enunciation which is re- 
quisite, if the speaker is to be understood by 
the people. “I have endeavored to ascertain 
this,” he replied. “ With much difficulty I 
obtained a Lappish grammar; for a time I 
despaired of succeeding, for I had inquired at 
every bookstore in the city in vain; but at 
length hearing of a bookseller who had a- 
large stock of antiquated literature in an up- 
per warehouse, I requested permission to 
make a search, and I was fortunate in finding 
an unbound copy of a Lappish and Latin 
grammar, and as I had made a beginning in 
the latter language early in life, while my 
benefactor the Pastor of my native parish, 


. 
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wha designed to educate me for the ministry, 

lived, I found I still knew enough for my pur- 

pose. I now procured a New Testament in 

the Lappish language, and after much labor, 

T think I may venture to say, the Janguage 

will not form an insurmountable difficulty.” 
He was then reminded of. the extreme cold 

of. that northern region, and the difficulty if 
not impossibility for one brought up further 

south enduring it; particularly as the misera- 

ble huts of the Lapp afforded so poor a de- 

fence, and a Missionary must. often by his 
journeyings to and fro. be exposed to danger 

and eyen death from this cause. -His reply 

was remarkable, and shewed he had been sit- 
_ ting down to count the cost. “Ihave thought 

of all this,” he said, “ and during the most 

severe cold of this winter, I have. made the 

trial, by walking up and down the store stairs, 

and about the open court where I reside, 

without shoes or stockings,.and having: syffer- 

ed nothing beyond the mere. personal. incon- 

venience, I feel that I may venture on the 
severities of a winter in Lapland without 

dread, for it would seem as if I were specially 


wats 
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fitted for such a work.” He was further 
.. told of the privations as regards food which 
must be connected with such an enterprise. 
A great part of the year no vegetables are to 
be obtained, and the dried flesh of the rein- 
deer is the only sustenance. “This,” he 
said, “has never troubled me a moment; I 
greatly enjoy my morsel of hard bread and 
my jug of water as my Sabbath day food, and 
Ihave no dread whatever on that subject.” 
Finally, he was warned of the sacrifice of 
Christian intercourse he must make, the ab- 
sence of the means of grace, the distance 
from good counsellors, which must follow his 
entering upon such a work. And now it 
seemed as if he felt the full force of the Apos- 
tolic declaration: “ What mean ye, to weep 
and to break mine heart ? for I am ready not 
to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem 
for the name of the Lord Jesus.” “This,” 
he said with deep emotion, “this has been 
my great difficulty. Iam so ignorant and 
have yet so much to learn, so wayward and 
greatly require faithful dealing, so weak and so 
need the support of Christian fellowship, that 
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looking to myself I might well dread my leav- 
ing the rich advantages and dear friends of 
‘Stockholm, as a death blow to my piety. But 
I believe the Lord is calling me to this work, 
and if so, he will support and preserve me in 
it, for he has said, ‘ Lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world;’ I desire, 
therefore, to trust in the Lord and not to be 
afraid.” When this- dear disciple of Jesus 
had thus been put to the test, and it evidently 
appeared that he had well considered the 
whole subject, and .deliberately offered him- 
self to God, constrained by the love of Christ, 

for this special. duty and service, he was en- 
couraged to cherish his praiseworthy desire 
to continue his preparatory labors, and to wait 
with patience until the Lord should open the 
door for him. He was informed of the singu- 
lar coincidence that the Missionary had re- 
cently received a sum of moéney to be employ- 
ed for the spiritual benefit of Lapland, which 
though not sufficient to warrant his being 
sent there at present, especially as ecclesias~ 
tical difficulties would be thrown in his way 

unless he could get an appointment from some 
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Swedish authority, yet proved that God. was 
leading the minds of his servants to sympa- 
thize with that very part of the country which 
so much occupied his own thoughts. He was 
told that the formation of a Swedish Misston- 
aty Society in close connection with the 
Lutheran church was an event expected soon 
to take place, and that, although that society 
would be formed with special reference to- 
purely Pagan lands, yet it was not improb- 
able but that Lapland might be included 
_ within its sphere of operation. Thus the 
matter was left in the hands of Him who 
doeth all things well, and who sends by whom 
he will send. In prospect of this important 
work, and to afford Tellstrém an opportunity 
of preparing for it, he was advised-to leave 
his secular employment, and labor as a kind 
of city missionary as much as was consistent 
with his preparations for Lapland. As a 
Colporteur for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, something was obtained for his sup- 
port, and he was told ‘that the money received 
from England for Lapland, was applicable to 

him, as evidently designated by God for this 
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labor of love. He was requested not to al- 
low himself to be in any strait, but to apply. 
to the Missionary when he needed assistance. 
Often was he asked, are you not in want of 
aid, but his cheerful reply always was: “I 
need nothing.” On one occasion, however, 
as the Missionary subsequently ascertained, 
he really was in difficulty. Some articles of 
clothing had to be repaired or reriewed, and © 
~ he seriously indulged the purpose of . request- 
_ ing help from the Lappish fund. He did not 
however apply, and on being .asked the rea- 
son, he said: “I could not think of touching 
a cent of this sacred treasure, while I had 
silver in' my own possession, and yet it cost 
‘me not a little to part with the silver table 
spoon, which was given me by my godmother 
at my baptism ; I felt unwilling to dispose of 
such a relic, but I thought, what childishness 
is this. . No, I dare not touch a cent of the 
Missionary money, while I possess what may 
be available to meet my’necessities, and con- 
— sequently: I sold the spoon, nor do. I now re- 
~ gret it? It is pleasing to know, that when — 
Fellsirom was actually leaving Stockholm 
3 : 


26 TELLSTROM, 


for his long cherished enterprise, he received 
among other instances of Christian good will, 
the gift of a silver table spoon. The donor 
knew not the circumstance above noticed, but 
Tellstrém, deeply affected by it, hastened im- 
mediately to an engraver, and had the words, 
“ Verily I say unto you, there is no man that 
hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or 
wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s 
sake, who shall not receive manifold more in 
this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting,” printed on it; and with this 
delightful assurance daily before his eyes, he 
goes on his way rejoicing in the God of his 
salvation, 

The Swedish Missionary Society was form- 
ed on the 6th January, 1835, under circum- 
stances of peculiar interest ; a brief reference 
to which may deserve a place here. The 
writer of this account felt it to be his duty, on 
arriving at Stockholm in 1830, to establish a 
monthly concert of prayer, to be held on the 
first Monday of each month in the English 
Church. This meeting was attended by very 
few until the close of 1831, when, having ac- 
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quired the Swedish language, the services 
were conducted in that language and opened 
to the natives of Stockholm. There was no 
longer any occasion to complain of small . 
congregations ; the place on the contrary was 
too strait to accommodate those who wished 
to attend,.and the interest manifested in the 
accounts communicated, was deep and perva- 
ding. A collection was taken up at the close 
of each meeting, for the Mission ‘cause, and 
its amount proved that the Swedes present, 
(mostly of.the poorer classes,) felt practically 
on the subject. Gold rings, and other trink~ 
ets, silver spoons, snuff-boxes, and even 
watches were among the offerings presented 
on such occasions. Towards the end of 1833, 
many expressed the desire to see the forma- 
tion of a Missionary Association auxiliary 
to one or another of the English Societies, 
and such an association would have been 
doubtless successful to a pleasing extent. 
But the Missionary stated his conviction 
that it was better not to be hasty in this mat- 
ter, axhe longed to see the Swedish Church 
come forward and acknowledge the great 
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principle that az ts the indispensible duty of 
_ Christians to spread Christianity, and having 
some hope, that this principle would at-no 
very distant period be publicly acknowledg- 
ed, by at least some of the more influential 
clergymen and members of that church, he 
advised the zealous friends of Missions to 
delay their purposes for a season. Mean- 
time a Missionary Journal was started in June, 
1834, by four friends in connection with him, 
and thus the-way opened for a public discus- 
sion of the whole question. The same friends 
prepared a sketch.of rules and plans of opera- 
tion for a Swedish Missionary Society, and 
several distinguished men, such as the First 
Minister of State, Count Rosenblad, General 
Count Sparre, the Bishop of Stockholm, the 
Bishop of Gdotheborg, (now Archbishop, ) the 
Rey. Dr. Petterson, Mr. Keyser, &c., took the 
subject of the formation of such a society into 
serious consideration. These all acknowledg- 
ed the propriety of the. measure, but fearing 
from the general state of the country, that 
httle could be effected, they were unwilling 
to make the venture, and connect their 
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natnes with an enterprise which would pro- 
bably prove unsuccessful. Several meetings 
were *held without any decision being come 


to, and learning that a meeting was appoint- | | 


ed for the afternoon of January 6th, 1835, at 
which either the society would be instituted, 
_ or the project entirely dropped, the Missionary 
_had his mind strongly exercised. During a 
gneat part of the night preceding the 6th, he 
could get no rest, and towards morning it was 
impressed upon his mind, “ You must go to — 
Mr. K, and reminding him that this is the fes- 
tival of the Epiphany, convinced him that of 
all days in the year this is the most suitable 
for the birthday of a Missionary Society.” 
A powerful effort was made to shake off — 
this supposed fanciful impression, but such 
was the agitation of mind in which the Mis- 
sionary was in consequence thrown, that he 
considered it most prudent to go to Mr. K, and 
make the communication in question, that he 
might if :needful present it to the meeting. 
The distinguished individuals referred to, met, 
conversed freely and fully on this subject, ac- 
knowledged the propriety of the step, yet 
3* 
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dreaded taking it, and seemed disposed, at 
least indefinitely to adjourn the whole ques- 
tion till some future, more convenient sea- 
son. Mr. K. then stated his conviction that 
a decision ought to be taken that very day, 
saying ; “we have all been at church to cele- 
brate the feast of the Epiphany, or the mani- 
festation of Christ to the Gentiles, and a more 
fitting day on which to form a Missionary 
Society, cannot be found in the whole calen- 
dar.” Jt seemed as if a new light had sprung 
up before the mind of the venerable president 
Count Rosenblad, or that the scales had fall- 
en from his eyes, for he exclaimed with pe- 
culiar seriousness and fervor ; “ It is true—it 


it is trae—and though we cannot to-day ar- 


range all the details, yet I declare in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, that the Swedish Missionary Society 
is this day established, and may God grant 
to it his blessing.”” The laws were submit- 
ted to the King, as is usual in such cases, and 
he at once affixed his name and seal to them, 
giving the sanction of Government to the 
undertaking, and the result has proved, that 
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the feats of the ieandand of this Association, 
“were groundless. It was resolved that the 
monthly concert of prayer, should he regular- 

ly attended to; and when some doubts were 

expressed as to the propriety of Lutheran 
ministers using the pulpit of the English 
Church, though the place was for various 
reasons considered the most suitable, the 
Bishop of Gotheborg (Dr. Wingard, now 
Archbishop, a good and zealous man,) propo~ 
sed that he should lead the way, and on-the 
first Monday of May, 1835, this excellent 
Prélaté conducted the first Missionary: prayer 
meeting, perhaps ever conductéd by a clergy- 
man of the Lutheran Church in Sweder. He 
delivered a suitable exhortation from the 
words, “and other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and — 
_ they shall hear my voice : and there shall be 
one fold and one shepherd.” The interest- 
ing lesson of united, harmonious design. and 
effort taught by this passage, has not “been 
lost upon the Swedish Society, as is.evident 
by the selection of the place of meeting ; 3 by 
the fact, that repeated and respectable dona- 
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tions from the funds of the society, have been 
made to various departments of the Lord’s 
host engaged in conflicting with the powers 
of darkness on heathen ground, such-.as the 
Missionary Seminary at Basle, the mission of 
the Moravian brethren, the London and the 
Wesleyan Missionary Societies ; and by elect- 
ing the author of this sketch, though a native 
of another land, and a minister of another 
church, one of the secretaries of the Society. 
The Society’s means of doing good, though 
unexpectedly large, under all the circumstan- 
ces, are yet ‘trifling when compared to the 
resources of similar institutions in America or 
England. The supporters of the society are 
generally of the poorer class, and what they 
can afford 'to give is not great, in our eyes, 
who, having a certain material object to effect, — 
are necessitated to calculate closely how 
much we receive; but he who estimated the 
widow’s two mites, as a richer gift than the 
larger donations of the wealthy, reckons dif- 
ferently, even in this respect, his thoughts 
are not our thoughts. We look at what is 
|» given, he considers what is left behind, and 
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in. this view, the cent of the poor man may 
- prove a more valuable donation, than the 
hundred dollars of the rich ; the former-be 
- an example of noble munificence, while the 
latter is a sordid subterfuge to get rid, on the 
' easiest terms, of a consciously felt duty. And - 
every man, aye arid every woman and every 
child, ought according to-the ability God has 
given, to help onward:the cause of a world’s 
‘salvation in any practicable way. It is as 
much the duty, and as much the privilege 
_ and the happiness of the poor man to. give 
his cent or cents, as it ig of the wealthy to 
contribute of his abundance. The duty and 
privileges rest not on the circumstance of 
wealth being possessed or not, but on the fact 
of being “ with Christ ;”” if we belong to hirn 
we are bound together with him, or we 
scatter abroad. 
Such principles ought to operate every 
where in the church of Christ ; they do.ope- — 
rate delightfully among the pious in Swéden, . 


as the following instances shaw,.' Shortly af- .. 


ter the formation of the.Missionary Society, 
"a little girl about 7 or 8 years of age, came to 
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the study of the Missionary, and holding out 
a little clay box for savings, said: “Ihave — 
_ been collecting a few (slants) small coppers 
for the poor heathen children, who have no 
bibles and no churches.” The amount when 
counted, was found to be small, about 75 
cents, but the offering was a large one, for it 
consisted of about 200 copper pieces, and 
doubtless this dear child, had been to at least 
200 places to gather this sum for the “ poor 
heathen children who have’ no churches.” 

Shortly afterwards the widow of a clergyman 
called, and stating that her very limited an-. 
nuity would not possibly allow her to do 
more than subscribe the yearly sum fixed for 
_ membership, added : “ this does not satisfy the 
desire of my heart as regards the Mission 
cause, and on looking about my house I found _ 
this piece of old silver,” (presenting an anti- 
que massive silver goblet, about the size of a 
man’s hat,) “ which is of no use to me, and 
when I die will become the property of those 
who need it not. I am happy, in being able 
by this means, more fully to satisfy my mine 
io doing what I ought for the Mission cause.” 
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More recently a servant girl, (the wages 
of which class in Sweden is about ten dollars 
,a-year,) visited the missionary, and mention- 
ing that she too had paid the amount of 
‘membership to the Society, but was not con- 
tented with this, said, “I had saved a sum of 
money from my wages, which is now in the 
‘savings bank, but I find I must take it out, 
and through you, present it to the Missionary. 
Society.” She was expostulated with by. the 
Missionary, warned that this. resolution was 
the result probably of the excitement occa-— 
 -sioned by the missionary goncert the preced 
ing evening, and that when she calmly reflect- 
ed on the whole matter, she would regret the ° 
act, which could not be recalled. She re- 
plied : “ This is no temporary excitement ; for 
several months I have been deeply impressed 
with the duty of giving this money to the mis- 
sion cause; every argument which self-inte- 
rest could devise has been urged to remove 
the impression, but all in vain, the result of 
the whole is uniformly this thought: ‘ God 
needs this: money now for the mission wore, 
and when you need it he can easily grvet soe 
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back aga.’ ? The amount thus nobly dedi- 
cated to God and his cause, about sixty dol- 
lars, was of course gratefully received and 
appropriated as desired, and though this in- 
dividual has since passed through heavy 
affliction, having fallen, during the past win- 
ter, on the ice and so injured herself as to be- 
come unfit for work, yet she regrets not the 
sacrifice she made for her Master’s sake. In _ 
the beginning of this year, an auxiliary to 
the Swedish Missionary Society in Stockholm, 
was formed, principally to afford the poorer 
classes an opportunity of becoming a mem- 
ber of a missionary association, connected 
with this great work. Its term of member- 
ship was reduced very low, and an opportu- 
nity afforded of paying the amount by a 
weekly contribution of about 1 1-2 cents. 
This was done as the result of experience in 
England, where a great proportion, certainly 
' above half, of the large sums raised by mis- 
sionary societies is obtained by penny-a-week 
subscriptions, from the poorer classes and 
children; and it is found desirable to connect 
as many as possible with these good works, 
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not merely for the money to be thus obtained, 
but to interest the mass of religious professors 
in such operations, and secure a large arnount 


of effectual fervent prayer on their behalf. 
When this Stockholm association was formed, — 
a little girlsnot seven years old addressed her — 
‘mother,thus : “ Mother, now we can join the © 
Missionary Society, we had riot the means of | 


uniting with the big one, but I think, if you 
please, I should ‘like to bé a meniber of this 


little one.?? “ You know not what you say, 


my child,” replied the mother, “we are so 
poor that we cannot engage’ to give any 
sum, however small; all I can do is, to put 
into the collecting box at the monthly con- 


cert, what my ‘conscience tells me I ought to | 
give.” “TI have thought of that,” said the 


child, “but, mother, you give me a rusk every 


morning to my coffee, now I can do without 


this very well, and then I can every week 
pay my 1 1-2 cents.” “If,” responded the 
pious mother, with tears in her eyes, “ if you 
are willing to part with your rusk, I shall 
cheerfully give up mine, and we shalt both: 


3 become members.” They did so accordingly, | 
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and the missionary’s two eldest boys collect 
every week, the value of the rusk of which 
mother and daughter deny themselves, that 
they may become members of the “ little” 
Missionary Society, and enjoy the feeling that 
this is their Society. -And this is the right 
missionary spirit;, many more examples 
might be brought from Sweden, a ‘country 
just beginning to make missionary effort, 
which could scarcely be equalled in lands 
where much greater advances ought to have 
been made in carrying out such effort. Much 
money may be given where the right mission- 
ary spirit has not after all taken very deep 
root, but that spirit, rightly imbibed and ope- 
rative, will lead us to deny ourselves that piece 
of superfluous furniture, that article of need- 
less ornament, or the expensive pleasure ex- 
cursion, which may be dispensed with, in 
order that our contributions in support of our 
Savior’s cause may be what they ought to be. 
No apology is offered for this long digression ; 
_ itis hoped that it may be found practically 
useful, and if so, it 1s in its proper place. 

The way was now opened for Tellstrdm to 
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realize his long cherished desire of being sent 
to Lapland. But great caution was necessa- 
ry. So jealous are the authorities of the 
Swedish Church of everything like foreign in- 
fluence on arrangements affecting that church, 
that the missionary could not directly propose 
Tellstrom to the Directors; though himself a 
member of the Board, well-knowing that his 
near connection with T. would operate unfa- 
vorably on'the minds of some, he therefore 
addressed a letter tothe Bishop of Hernosand, 
in whose Diocese Lapland is situated, stating — 
the leading particulars. The good Dr. Fran- 
zen considered this a remarkable interven- 
7 tion of Providence in favor of Lapland, and 
wrote to say that he would most willingly 
give Mr. Tellstrém an official appointment, if 
the Swedish Missionary Society would engage 
to support him. With this letter, the matter 
was laid before the Directors, and the desire 
of the Bishép at once, without any hesitation, 
complied with. This is only a specimen ‘of 
the manner in which good is to be done by 
- foreign missionaries in such countries as Swe- 
den. The eae may do much if he does 
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not appear to be doing it; should he tena- 
ciously and prominently stand forth as the 
visible agent, he will stand alone, and never 
gain the co-operation of the Swedish clergy 
in many things, regarding which their co-ope- 
ration is of vitalimportance. Tellstrom was, 
to his great joy, informed of the decision of 
the Directors, no four of whom ever saw him 
previous to his being sent up as the agent of 
the Board to Lapland. But (what was of 
greater moment for him) a large meeting of 
_ pious souls was held at the house of the Mis-— 
sionary, and this good young man was suita- 
bly addressed and commended io God in 
solemn prayer. Oh! a time of refreshing 
from the Lord, was granted at this unwonted 
service,—every heart seemed deeply engaged, 
and the whole season was one not soon to be 
forgotten. In the month of July, 1835, this 
chosen and faithful servant of the Lord sailed 
from Stockholm for the port of Vmea, that 
he might thence proceed inland to Lycksele, 
where he would receive further preparatory 
instruction from the clergyman stationed there, 
before entering on his immediate work among 
the Laplanders. 
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. Always ready for every good word and 
work, he conducted the first missionary pray- 
ér meeting he ever held, on board the vessel. 
It may be safely questioned whether a mission-. 
ary monthly concert, was ever conducted in 
similar circumstances, at least in the North of 
Europe. Arrived at the parish of Lycksele, 
he immediately commenced that course of © 
_ Study which was to prepare him fully for the . 
work to which he had devoted ‘himself, but his 
ardent soul longed for opportunity to do good, 
and on observing the first Sabbath of his resi- 
dence in the parish, that the public service of 
the forenoon int the church comprised all that 
was done for the religious instruction of the 
people on that day, he felt stirred up to do 
something in addition. But the laws being 
restrictive and the prejudice against any un- 
authorized interference with the clergyman’s 
line of things strong, he knew he must act 
with caution. His usual modest and self-de- 

nying prudence did not however now forsake 

him. Addressing himself to the pastor before 

the next Sabbath, he asked whether he might 

be permitted to read the Epistle for the day . 
: 4* 
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and some comments on it, to the domestics of 
the establishment at such time in the after- 
noon or evening as might be deemed conve- 
nient. The reply was most encouraging and 
on the next Sabbath the whole household was 
gathered in Tellstrém’s room. The following 
week, a number of the villagers requested to 
be allowed to join the little company ; to this 
Tellstrém could not consent, however strongly 
he might desire it, for he assured them that 
the permission only included the household 
of the clergyman, and he was not at liberty to 
extend the privilege. The urgency of the 
people was so great, that T. promised to con- 
sult with the pastor on the subject, the result 
of which was a full permission to admit all 
who chose to attend. The number so in- 
creased in a few weeks, that the pastor, to 
Tellstrém’s surprise and delight, said to him : 
“ This crowding is quite inconvenient and yet 
your service must do gaod, I advise you there- 
fore to hold this meeting in the church in fu- 
ture, which I shall order to be opened for 
you.” This was just what our young friend 
longed for, but searcely dared to anticipate, 
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and large numbers attended in the more com- 
modious place of meeting, many of them to 
the profiting of their souls. Previous to the 
first Monday of the month after his reaching 
Lycksele, Tellstrém, with the permission of 
the pastor, intimated in a neighboring vil- 
lage his intention of holding a missionary 
prayer meeting there. The prudence of our 
friend was manifested in giving his meetings 
the title of Temperance or Missionary, as any 
prejudice awakened by such meetings wouldbe 
slight in comparison to that he would have 
‘met with, if he announced purely religious as- 
semblies ; it being thought that the regularly 
appointed clergy did all that was requisite for 


the spiritual improvement of the people. But — s 


when T. reasoned of temperance he. did not 
_ forget nghteousness and a judgment to come ; 
and while he narrated the triumphs of the 
gospel in pagan lands he did not fail to ask 
his hearers what, they knew of this blessed 

gospel. On the occasion now referred to he 
expected to meet a very limited number of 
Swedish settlers, but fo his surprise and djs- 
‘may he found on approaching the honse a 
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very large assemblage of people. Everv 
corner of the dwelling was crowded, and 
many gathered around it. Not being prepar- 
ed for such an audience and never having ad- 
dressed so large a congregation before, his 
spirit failed within hif, and he felt disposed to 
flee to any distance. ‘This however would 
have been a breach of promise injurious to his 
character and work, and he thought a few 
minutes retirement and prayer might give him 
new courage. To retire was impracticable, 
every place being occupied by waiting hear- 
ers, and casting himself on the Lord, Tells- 
trom with much fear and trembling proceeded 
to give out a hymn, after which he fell on his 
knees to lead in prayer. He describes most 
expressively his feelings in the following 
terms :—“ Never in my life, whether in the 
closet, the family, the social circle, or the church 
had I experienced such a season of prayer as 
this proved; it seemed as if the Holy Spirit 
placed before me letter by letter every. word 
I was to utter before God’s throne of grace. 
I arose perfectly reassured and had no difficul- 
ty in going on with the service.” 
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So soon as Tellstrém could with fluency 
use the Lappish language, he commenced his 


labors among the adults of that much neglect- 


ed people.. It soon appeared, however, that 
little could be hoped for in this department of 
labor. The Lappish families, scattered over 
their native wilds, are very much at the mercy 
of their rein-deer, and are guided in their 
wanderings by the movements of these ani- 
mals. So long as the moss is plentiful i in one 
place the deer remain pretty stationary, but 
whenever it becomes scarce, they snuff up: the 
wind and scamper off, it may be to Q great 
distance ; this is the signal for striking the fa- 
mily tent, and following the wealth of the 
house in its wanderings. ’ In such circum- 
stances it is impossible to get any number of 
the Laplanders together for religious instruc- 


‘ tion. On learning that miany of these wan- 


derers assembled at the markets to meet the - 
southern merchants and dispose of their pro- 
duce, Tellstrom visited these places of. resort 
with sanguine liopes. But alas! the “ fire- 
water,” as an instrument of deception and de- 
struction, was as extensively used here as ever 
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it had been elsewhere. On the arrival of the 
unsuspecting Laplander at the market station, 
and before any business was commenced, they 
were induced to partake freely of the intoxi- 
cating draught, and kept at the expense of 
the merchants in a state of stupefaction dur- 
ing the whole period of the market, by which 
means the merchants obtained the native pro- 
duce on easy terms. Nothing could be done 
by a Missionary of the Cross, at such times, 
and after carefully surveying the whole field, 
it was found that the most efficient, perhaps 
the only possible, method of doing good to 
any extent among the Laplanders would be 
the establishment of schools, where the chil- 
dren, taken from their parents for the space of 
two years, and clothed, fed and lodged at the 


expense of the society, might receive a sound — 


Christian education, and be returned to their 
respective families as lights shining in a dark 
place. This course was therefore resolved on, 
and Tellstrém, being as successful in finding 


out or instrumentally raisig up suitable 


agents who, having always lived on the 
spot, were prepared for the severities. and 
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privations of the climate, as he had been in 
other departments of labor, the Missionary 
Society, was soon enabled to form three 
schools, each calculated to contain eighteen 
_children.. The children were to be board- 
ed at the houses of the villagers, and the 
expense for each was about thirteen dol- 
lars a-year, no great sum certainly, though 
the aggregate, added to the expense of educa- 
-tion aud clothing, pressed heavily on the slen- 
der funds of the infant missionary association. 
Fora time there seemed to be a difficulty in 
teen: the requisite number of children, but 

a. young. woman ‘of Lycksele, expressing her 
distress that the society should prepare at 
such expense this benevolent apparatus and the 
children be withheld,—spontaneously under- 
took a three weeks’ journey on foot among 
these inaccessible wilds, and returned with a 
tribe of twenty-eight children to be placed 
in the. school. Six schools ‘are this year 
opened, attended by ninety-six. children. 

. This change in the principal mode of labor- 
ing for the spiritual good of the Laplander did 
- not, however, prevent, Tellstrom’ s snerene 
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when such seemed desirable; and that he 
might not be confined by the school placed - 
under his charge, he was allowed to have an 
assistant catechist, who might carry on the 
business of education during his temporary 
absence. 

Many parts of Lapland can only bé reach- 
ed when the winter’s cold has -so congealed 
the deep morasses and arrested the current of 
the rapid streams, as to make traveling across 
them possible. In summer some of these ex- 
tensive mafshes are made passible by throw- 
ing single trunks of trees longitudinally across 
the marsh. This is the public road, and the | 
travelers pass along it one by one at con- 
siderable risk. The whole road, consisting 
of a single tree only, floats on the surface, 
can only be passed by stepping cross-footed, 
and with the Lappish seal-skin shoe, which 
yielding to the shape of the foot, enables the - 
traveler to cling to the circular road along 
which he is passing. With all care, it hap- 
pens however not unfrequently, that the 
novice in this mode of locomotion slips off, 
and is thankful to escape with only a plunge 
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up to the neck in the mire. ‘Valea and 
long journies, such as those made by Tellstrom, 
that.he might go into the wilderness in search 
of the stray sheep, were most fatiguing and 
dangerous, and could only be undertaken for 
such a purpose by one animated with the. 
constraining love of Him who personally gave . 
us the example. During the winter months, 
the Missionary. may direct his course to almost 
any part of the country, but the dangers of 
that stern season, though of a different char- 
acter, are no less numerous or alarming than 
_ those to be encountered by summer travelers. 
The sun may be said to withhold his light for 
some months, the cold is excessive, the ex- 
tended fields of pure white snow, most de- 
structive to the eye-sight when lighted by the 


solar rays; no. pathway appears in the desert, 


or if made by one traveler is drifted over ere 
_ the next approaches ; ; and when the miserable 
cot of the native is reached, few indeed are 
the comforts it presents. It might be doubted 
whether a hole dug in the snow (avery.com- 
mon lodging there) is not a preferable resi- 
dence. Poon defended, against the cold, the 
3 5. 
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fire: burning in the centre of the cot, seems in- 
dispensable, and yet so distressing is the dense 
smoke it produces, that only a choice of evils 
is presented ; while such is the filthy condition 
of the place that Tellstrom says they must 
always. have with them a change of apparel, 
that in the morning before leaving their night 
quarters they may expose for a season to the 
severe cold the garments they have had on 
during the night, and thus freeze to death the 
myriads of vermin which have taken posses- 
sion-of the sleeper.. The exposures to danger 
from cold, are of course constant, and one of 
the means of preservation might have its use 
in other countries. For some time the Trea- 
surer of the Missionary Society could not un- 
derstand the oft repeated charges for “ hay,” 
in the accounts of the Lapland Catechists; he 
knew they kept no horses and was at a loss 
to comprehend the purpose which was to be 
answered by this hay. A conversation with 
Tellstrém explained the mystery. The most 
effectual protection of the feet during the ex- 
treme cold is found by having the boots made 
very large, and packing the. feet in an abun- 
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dance of good hay, which has to be frequently 
changed, and a supply of hay is an indispen- 
sable part of the Missionary’s winter equip- 
ment. The danger of losing the way in the 
trackless desert is also constant, and in the 
winter of 1838 Tellstrom nearly fell a victim 
to this danger ; he has not yet recovered from 
the effects of that painful exposure. On one 
of his journies of mercy he missed his way, 
and fatigued with his exertions, benumbed 
with the severe cold, and famishing with 
hunger, he felt that his end was come: He — 
solemnly committed his spirit inte the hands 
of the God who had redeemed him, and alone 
in that vast wilderness resigned himself to an 


unknown grave. As he was sinking down 


in the snow he espied a light at no great dis- 


tance. Hope revived, and making: a despe- . 


rate effort he crawled on his hands and knees 


towards what proved to be a cottage, where . 
he found shelter and restoration to life. His 
existence was prolonged, but his constitution 
received a shock from which it never has re- — 
covered, perhaps never will in that severe 
climate. For two successive winters he has 
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suffered indescribably in consequence from 
rheumatism. And yet he regrets not his 
journeyings in these wilds; he only regrets 
not being able at present to resume them ; and 
a letter received from him at the close of 
March last, is full of triumph and rejoicing, 
because, after several months of suffering, he is 
“now so far recovered as to be able to raise | 
his hand to his mouth, and turn himself in his 
bed.” But while thus prostrated he has not 
been idle. The pupils of ‘his school have 
been gathered daily around that bed, receiving — 
his instructions, and many others have been 
greatly benefited by listening to his rich and 
evangelical exhortations. What his future 
course, may be does not yet appear. Should 
his life be spared, it seems unavoidable that. 
he be, for a season at least, removed from 
Lapland, and if equal to the task, employed 
as a city missionary at Stockholm, where a | 
milder climate and the many attentions of 
Christian love, which cannot possibly be ex- 
tended at his present field of labor, may, by 
God’s blessing, contribute to his recovery. 
All who know the man and his labor will 
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devoutly wish and ardently pray that his val- 
uable life may be cpanel and his health re- 
tored. 

Previous to the afflictive event now noticed 
Tellstrém obtained permission to visit Stock- 
holm to receive encouragement by intercourse 
_ with old friends,.and encourage them by his 
communications, addresses and prayers. The 
Missionary engaged him to preach in the 
English church to crowded audiences, and 
thankfully sat at the feet of his former dis- 
ciple, listening, with emotions better under- 
stood by feeling them than by -any attempt 
that could. be made to describe them, to his 
correct. and powerful exhibition of Divine 
truth. At the close of his last sermon he re- 
ferred to the scarcity of religious books among 
' the Swedish settlers in Lapland, and the very 
long winter nights when they would gladly 
spend some time in reading ; and stated that 
Christians in the capital might do a noble 
deed of benevolence by contributing of their — 
abundance to supply the lack of their breth-— 
ren. He intimated that he would be happy 
to take with ne, on Tuesday morning such 
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books as during the Monday might be left at | 
the Missionary’s residence for this object. 
Many yielded a cheerful compliance with the 
request of this servant of the Lord, and by 
Monday evening three large chests were 
packed with books of religious character and 
of every variety, and carried on board the 
steamer for Vmei Nor did the good work 
end here. During the voyage the captain re- 
marked the quantity of baggage Tellstrom 
had with him, observing that a very heavy 
charge must be made for freight. Our friend 
explained that he never carried with him much 
baggage on hisown account, but that the chests 
in question were filled with religious books, 
which some good Christians in Stockholm had 
given for the use of their more destitute 
countrymen in Lapland. The captain was 
evidently moved by Tellstrom’s statement, 
and with deep feeling said: “ Well, if Christ- . 
ians in Stockholm have given you the books, 
I shall cheerfully give the freight, and pay 
it myself should the owners insist on payment 
being made.” With these books and subse- 
quent additions several parish libraries have 
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been formed in Lapland, and an ae 
given in favor of religious literature, which 
has issued in the institution of a society com- 
- posed principally of young men, and called 
The Friends of the Word.’ | 
As Tellstrém is the originator of this asso- 
elation, and the rules and plan of operation 
are drawn up by him, it is superfluous to say _ 
a word as to its purely evangelical character 
and useful tendency. The society employs its 
funds in purchasing good books, and publish- 
ing once a year a selection made by Tellstrém 
of choice pieces from larger works not.acces- 
sible to the many.. A Temperance and a 
Missionary society have also been established 
by this devoted man, and thus the religious 
principle and feeling formed or produced 
around him concentrated and directed to prac- 
tically useful results. | 
At present the missionary operations in 
| Lapland include six schools with ninety-six 
Lapland children, and eight catechists or mis- 
sionaries. But the laborers do not confine 
themselves to thé Lapland population ; they 
| hold seasons of morning and evening prayer 
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for the benefit of the Swedish families around 
_ which are accessible to as many as choose to . 
attend, and they employ their leisure time in 
imparting religious instruction to the children 
of those families, so that the influence for 
good which they exert is extensively felt. A 
truly pious and highly talented clergyman of 
the Swedish church, was last year delegated 
by the Missionary Society to visit and report 
on these operations, and he was so affected, 
so animated by what he saw, that he- declar- 
ed: “Old as I am, had I not a family for 
whose care I am responsible, 1 would seek to 
be removed from my comfortable parish to 
Lapland, that I might engage in and promote 
this blessed and glorious work.” 

Schools in Lapland might be multiplied to 
any extent, and only a small beginning is 
made towards providing the supply requisite 
to meet the want. Suitable young men in 
goodly numbers offer themselves for this holy 
and self-denying service; applications for 
schools are made from different parts of the 
country not yet occupied, and the Laplanders 
seem more willing to part with their children 
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than we found them at first. But, alas! the 
- Swedish Missionary Society is not possessed 
of funds sufficient to extend its operations 
_ there, and nothing beyond the six schools now 
opened can be undertaken by that Society 
without special aid for this purpose. It is an 
encouraging circumstance that the Foreign 
Evangelical Society of America has shown a 
willingness to promote this important. Euro- 
pean mission, and has made.an appropriation © 
‘of $250 this year for this field of evangelical 
labor. It is greatly to be desired that this in- 
valuable society may have the ability to grant 
annually, not merely that sum, but a much 
larger one, in showing mercy to the long-ne- 
glected Laplanders. The expense of the six 
schools now supported by the Swedish Mis- 
sionary Society, is a little above $2000, in- 
cluding the children’s board, lodging, and 
clothing; and all expenses of education, and 
hence an annual sum of between three and 
four hundred dollars, will be sufficient to rent 
a school-house, pay a catechist’s salary, and 
clothe; board, and religiously éducate eigh- 
teen Lapland children, ‘who, but for such a 
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provision of Christian love, would roam the 
wilds of Lapland almost as ignorant of God, 
the soul, heaven and hell, as the reindeer they 
follow, but who, taught the things that be- 
long to their peace in the mission school, may 
by God’s blessing become wise unto salvation, 
and carrying with them the hght and know- 
ledge and influence they have received, become 
in their turn missionaries in the respective 
_ families to which they severally belong. Great 
Is the self-denial practised by the devoted 
men who have given themselves to this work 
and labor of love. Some idea may be form- 
ed of this subject by the brief and simple 
narrative now given, but trials, numerous and 
heavy, which have not been here referred to, 
must be endured. One may be noticed which 
might not occur to the minds of the readers 
of these pages. The children, either from 
the filthy method of their being brought up, 
or from the clothing of reindeer and seal-skin 
which they use,emit such a strong and nauseous 
effluvia that it is not only in the highest degree 
disagreeable, but even injurious to health, to 
be shut up for hours with them. Of this, our 
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. good catechists never : complained, but. the 
clergyman already referred to perceiving it 
on his visit, and perceiving too its effects on 
the teachers, suggested an improvement which _ 
the directors gladly adopted. A native Lap- 
lander undertook for a small salary to take 
charge: of a preparatory school, where the 
children should be received for a limited time, 
and thence transferred to the other establish- 
ments. Here the children undergo a kind of 
quarantine, and while acquiring a knowledge 
of the alphabet, are taught such habits of 
cleanliness, and clothed in such a manner, as" 
may to some extent remove the evil com- 
plained of. 

‘Surely then, while these eeulous disciples 
of Jesus are found forsaking the comforts, we 
might well say the necessary comforts of civil 
and religious society, and subjecting them- 
- selves to a course of arduous and dangerous 
labor, they possess a strong claim on the re- 
spect, the affection, the sympathy, the prayers 
and support of Christians who, from the con- 
veniences and the luxuries of their happy fire- 
sides, can look out unscathed on the privations 
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to which laborers for Christ in Lapland must 
submit. Is it too much to ask that the church- . 
es of America will put into the power of the 
Foreign Evangelical Society to extend a good- 
ly proportion of its benevolent regard to Lap- 
land, and increase the number of schools 
there, not by one, but by many. 

What is contributed for Lapland, will be 
_ applied by the directors of the Swedish Mis- 
sionary Society, and the best guaranty given 
for its proper and amicable appropriation,— 
and as the Bishop and Consistory of Herné- 
sand regularly appoint the catechists examin- 
ed und recommended by that society, every 
assurance is afforded, that the Swedish Na- 
tional Church will not look with suspicion on 
this foreign interference, but, on the contrary, 
hail it with lively gratitude. | 

The foregoing account is, however, more 
important in its bearing on the mission work, 
and indeed every effort of Christian benevo- 
lence in general. And the Missionary hopes 
that no reader will lay this little book aside 
merely inquiring, “ Have I done anything ? 
what ought I to do for Lapland?” but that 
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the inquiry will be, “ Have I done, am I doing 
- what I can, what I ought, what Christ and 
_ the perishing souls of my fellow sinners re- 
quire of me, with regard to the evangeliza~ 
tion of the World?’ “Can J, with a con- 
science void of offence, look forward to the 
day of Judgment, and fearlessly anticipate 
meeting there all my fellow creatures, assur- 
ed that no one of them from any part of the. 
earth shall stand forth, and, pointing to me, 
" say to the Judge: “If that professing Chris- 
tian had not withheld his contribution, the 
light of the gospel would have reached my 
dwelling, and entered my soul,—I perish, but 
my blood must be required at his hand?’ ~ 
Lord, what wouldst thou have me to do? 
May this be the earnest and honest prayer of 
every reader of this sketch, and if Shall be 
answered. God shall work in every such 
praying soul both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. | 
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Ir may seem strange, and has awakened 
the surprise of many, that Christian denomi- 
nations in one country should send messen- 


gers of.the churches to other lands professed- _ 


ly Christian ; and some have thought that 
an undue forwardness, not to say imperti- 
nence, is manifested by those who send ; and 
something like an insult offered to the coun- 
tries selected as the scene of such Missions. 
The surprise, and even the displeasure, of 
many at such interferences may be easily ac- 
counted for, without touching the principles 
and motives operating in occasioning them. 
' There is a lower and a_ higher atmosphere i in 
- the church of Christ. The lower encompass- 
es that which may be gazed upon by our 
bodily eye, and which comprises what is gen- 
erally termed “ the visible church,” witb 
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its human associations and human infirmities. 
Here all tends to define, limit, separate,—a 
tendency only controlled by the strength of 
the all-enlivening, all-comforting, all-uniting, 
all-constraining principle of love which oper- 
ates in the respective sections of that visible 
church. When that principle is weakened, 
the carnalizing and confining tendency more 
evidently appears ; but when it is vigorous 
and growing, this tendency is counteracted, 
and a harmonious oneness, gathering togeth- 
er the vast multifariousness, shows itself. 
But there is a higher atmosphere, which we 
-can reach only by the telescope of faith, and 
where we view “ the communion of saints,” 
the character, designation, and energy of 
* the church which is His body, the fulness 
of Him that filleth all in all.” And circum- 
stances may arise which render it an impera- 
tive duty to regard the higher rather than the 
lower, and, consequently, to bear a testimony 
which is fully justified by the more elevated, 
though it may be misunderstood by the less 
lofty, conception of the word “ church.” 

It is evident, that according to the point 
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of view from which we survey Missions to 
_ professedly Christian lands, will be the sen- 
tence we pass upon them. But all who right+ 
ly. understand that it is “ the falness of 
Christ,’? the members of His body, to whom 
is intrusted the great work of preaching re= 
pentance and remission’of sins in His name 
among all nations; alt who are aware of the 
-Immensity of the ‘work to be performed, the 
number and formidable character of the hin- 
derances in the way of its accomplishment, 
must be convinced of the great desirableness 
of enlisting all the intellectual and moral ad- 
vancement of Christendom in one mighty 
phalanx, to join the Captain of our salvation, 
in his career of bloodless conquest over the 
hearts of heathen men. And where can be 
the impropriety of communicating by person- 
_ al message with those parts of Christendom 
where not only the least has been done for the 
universal spread of the Gospel, but where 
counteracting and soul-destroying principles 
and practices threaten to quench all spiritual 
light? Much will depend on the manner i 
which such responsible and delicate Missions 
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are conducted ; and it ought always to be 
kept in view, that as only the discoveries 
made in the higher atmosphere justify those 
Missions, the human peculiarities of the low- 
er must not be urged so as to awaken the sus- 
picion, that an enlargement of the denomina- 
tion, rather than a revival of pure and undefi- 
led religion in the long-known and authorized 
form, is the object aimed at. Where the for- 
mer can consist with the glory of Christ, and 
the furtherance of His gracious designs, let it 
be done ; where it would only narrow our 
views of the latter, and cripple our endea- 
vors to promote it, there ;we must use our 
telescope, and disinterestedly rejoice in the 
addition of stars in the upper firmament, 
though they may not be catalogued in our 
division. 

The way is more plain, and the duty more 
positive, when countrymen, residing in foreign 
nominally Christian lands, request the exten- 
sion of pastoral care from their native home. 
‘Such was the origin of the Stockholm Mis- 
sion. The Committee of the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society granted the urgent application 
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of Englishmen in Stockholm ; and in 1826 
sent a Preacher, who, finding his time but 
partially occupied by fhis labors among the 
English, availed himself of the freedom grant- 
ed by the ecclesiastical laws ; and, so soon 
as he acquired a competent knowledge of 
the language, commenced a series of public 
services in Swedish, which were attended by 
crowds, and, it is hoped, were made a blessing 
tomany. The present Missionary succeeded 
in 1830; and, greatly encouraged by the 
evident anxiety of many to be favored with 
a renewal of the Swedish services, labored 
to acquire the language, and in November, 
1831, ventured to preach in Swedish. Sach 
were the crowds attending, such the growing 
desire among all classes to be present at a 
service held when the churches of the city 
- were all closed, and such the limited com- 
pass of the place occupied, ‘that the Mission- 
ary soon saw the necessity of obtaining a 
more commodious church, or dropping entire- 
ly services with which so much inconveniencé, 
not to say danger, was connected. After ré- 
peated appeals to the Committee, by no 
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means favored by the plainly-stated facts,— 
1. That it was neither desirable nor expedi- 
ent to attempt organizing a branch of the 
Wesleyan-Methodist Society, and, 2. That 
little could be expected in the way of contri- 
bution in Sweden—the Missionary was, in 
1837, allowed to visit England, to consult 
with the Committee, on the question of erect- 
ing a chapel at Stockholm; the result of 
which was, a grant of £500 from the Mission- 
fund, and a permission to go a begging 
through the length and breadth of the land ;. 
which latter, by the truly disinterested Chris- 
tian love of friends of various denominations, 
was the means of increasing the grant to the 
sum of nearly £1700. 

On the return of the Missionary in Novem- 
ber, 1837, active measures were taken for 
commencing the erection: but difficulties un- | 
foreseen, numerous, and most painful, were yet 
to be overcome, difficulties of such number 
and character that the prospect of them would 
have discouraged the stoutest heart. They 
were, however, mercifully concealed, and gra- 
ciously permitted to advance as it were one 
by one, so that they might be more easily 
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conquered ; and the retrospect shows that 
there is nothing too hard for the Lord. £500 
had to be paid for a piece of ground ; and 
when the necessary application to the king 
for right of possession was made, a counsel- 
lor alarmed the peace of the Consistory of . 
Stockholm ; and an opposition the most vio- 
lent, bigoted, and persevering that the church- 
history of modern times can exhibit, commenc- 
ed. At the head of this movement was the then 
Archbishop, a talented and extensively-influ- 
ential man, who used every means in his 
power, public and private, to prevent the 
erection, or rather to connect such restrictions 
with it as to render the etection superfluous. 
The public papers took up the discussion, and 
for nearly ten months the Missionary was 
truly kept in hot water,—* surrounded by a 
host of foes, single, yet undismayed.” It 
would be wrong to forget the noble-minded 
and influential men who generously defended 
the cause of the stranger ; but the victory 
ultimately gained was “the Lord’s doing, 
and marvellous in our eyes.” During the 
conflict, the Missionary was favored by His. 
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Majesty, the famed Bernadotte, with two in- 
terviews, when he received the assurance 
that his unsectarian exertions were fully com- 
prehended and highly appreciated. This 
unlooked-for delay, and the severity of the 
_ winter in Sweden, rendered it impossible to 

undertake the building before the spring of 
1839 ; and such had been the expense of 
founding, such the prejudice and fear excited 
by the personal opposition of the Archbishop, 
that means of proceeding with the building, . 
ona suitable scale, either by gift or loan, were 
not to be expected here ; and but for the 
generosity of the Committee in granting a 
loan, the whole enterprise must have been 
abandoned. But all parties more especially 
connected with the erection considered that 
the removal of the difficulties raised by the 
Consistory was the great convincing evidence 
of God’s approval ; and they were encourag- 
ed to hope, that lesser obstructions would be 
overcome by the same blessing. The church 
was so near completion in October last, that 
the Missionary and his family removed into 
the house connected therewith, and the pub- 
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he worship of God was romiméenced October 
24th, 1840.. | 
The principal church is $7 5 feet by 56 in- 
-side; with a gallery all round,’ and contains 
1120 sittings, of which “about. 300 are free. 
On a line with the north 'side-of the church. is 
a building of the same: height;,and about 40 
' feet square, which affords the following ac- 
commodations: cellarage for wood-fuel, &c. ; 
on the ground-floor, a neat church for English 
service, (the other being: ‘much too large for a 


- congregation averaging ‘about sixty persons, 


and comiposed generally of the ‘higher ranks,) 
and a réom and kitchert’ for a sexton; one- 
stair upy ‘five rooms ahd a ‘Kitchen, for the 
preacher’s family ; two-stairs, four rooms ‘and 


a kitchen’ let out, and a large’ room, retained 


for prayer and other spiritual ineetings, &e. ; 
in the attic are two rooms for: four pious poor 
females,-who live rent-free, for sweeping the 
church, opening the péws, &e. The whole 
expense, including ground and insurance for 
ten years, paid here in advance, has, notwith- 
standing’ all economy, exceeded £4000, and 
the debt. remaining on: ene premises being* 
7. | 
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‘more than £2000, is much too heavy for com- 
fort, yea, proves a Serious embarrassment and 
hinderance to the Missionary. No undue de- 
pression, however, was felt on this subject, as 
the Lord had so evidently shown his favor by 
overcoming the determined opposition of the 
Archbishop and Consistory, that it could not 
be doubted, but that all things necessary for 
the vigorous prosecution of the work, to pro- 
mote which the Church was raised, would be 
provided. That the erection might be se- 
cured in all time coming, to the holy use for 
which it had been built, application was made 
for an order in council to give the Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodists in England the 
right of property in the buildings. No de 

nominational predilection induced the selec- 
tion of this body in preference to any other, 
as in fact no other religious body was known 
as operating in Sweden, and this one had 
proved during fourteen years the purely Ca- 
tholic character of its proceedings there. The 
application was granted after a painful and 
prolonged struggle, and now these important 


buildings will be watched over by a denomi- 
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nation well acquainted with the mission from 
its commencement, and disposed to carry for- 
ward the work in the spirit in which it has 
beencommenced. = - 
The first Swedish service in the new edifice . 
_ ‘was conducted on Saturday, October 24th, by 
the Rev. P. Brandell, a distinguished and 
pious clergyman, from Hernosand ; the first 
English, by the Missionary, on Sabbath, 25th ; 
‘and on the same day, Dr. Thomander, Pro- 
fessor of the University of Lund, (the Chal- 
mers of Sweden,) preached in Swedish to a 
crowded audience. -And thus a testimony 
from the most.northern and the most southern 
- diocess of Sweden was borne to the purely 
Christian character and tendency of this sanc- 
tuary. A preliminary service in English was 
held by the Rev. Robert Baird, Presbyterian — 
minister from the United States, on the 3d of 
September; but the church was again closed, 
the fittings not being completed. “s 
In leaving the former place, a debt of gra- « 

titude is due’ to His Excellency Count de 
Geer, which can never be repaid. This 
Swedish nobleman generously gave the use 
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of the house occupied by us as.a church dur- 
ing the space of fourteen years without any 
remuneration. May his reward be in rever- 
sion! Mr. Owen, an excellent ‘and zealous 


Englishman, fitted up the house thus lent us — | 


at his own private cost, besides boarding for 
years the Missionary without expense to the 
Society. And, on entering the new, we have 
had pleasing proof of a similar spirit, in the 
generous donation, by the cabinet-maker em- 
ployed in fitting up, of a handsome pulpit. 
But above all we adore the goodness of God, 
in thus enlarging our border, and calling us 
onward to increased usefulness. The church 
is by no means too large, as the full attend- 
ance every service proves: and though many 
who dwell exclusively in the lower atmo- 
sphere are exceedingly troublesome, and, by 
the public papers, direct such attacks against 
us, that the Missionary is openly insulted in 
the streets, yet we consider our calling, and 
advance through good report and through evil 
report to our goal,—the revival of the Swed- 
ish Church, of - ‘which many pleasing tokens 
already appear. The labor conbecien with 
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the church is but a small part of what de- 
volves on the Missionary, as.a kind of Com- 
missioner-general for all that pertains: to the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom. A corre- 
spondence in the country, amounting in 1840 
to two hundred and ninety-four letters, or de- 
ducting holyddays, one:a day, and official or 
general committee-businéss: in connection 
with two Bible, two Missionary, two Tem-. — 
perance, two Tract, Societies, &c., &c., prove. 
the necessity’ of his. being “ diligent i in busi+ 
ness,” as well as;“ fervent in ap ? hese in 
all $6 ‘redeeming the time.” | 

» The providence: 6f. God opened last veut. 
the way, not only for obtaining such pecunk 
ary aid as might greatly relieve the embar- 
‘yassed mission: premises, and thus leave the — 
Missionary to pursue more’ undisturbedly his 
proper work, but ‘also to form and establish 
relations with the! religious societies’ of the 
United States, which could not but-.operate 
favorably on the cause of Christ in Swedent 

. Mr. Baird, already named; made his:seconil. 
important visit to Semidinavia in .the fall of 
1840, and the manner. of his receptibr-proved 
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how generally and deeply the Swedes feel the 
~ benefits conferred on their land by that highly 
favored and eminently successful servant of 
the Lord. On making himself fully acquaint- 
ed with the peculiarly catholic position, and 
‘extensive influence of the Wesleyan Mission 
in Sweden, he strongly recommended that the 
Missionary should visit America, and lay the 
results of his eleven years’ observation and ex- 
perience before the churches of that country. 
By this he hoped that a liberal amount of aid 
for the church at Stockholm would be obtain- 
ed, as he was convinced the individual Christ- 
ians in America would show themselves as 
ready to come forward in support of such 
an unsectarian object as their brethren in 
England had proved themselves to be. But 
he expected also that the religious benevolent 
institutions of the United States would be dis- 
posed to extend the aid already afforded, (as 
in the case of the Tract and Temperance So- 
cieties,) or commence such a direction of 
effort to the north of Europe as might be of 
lasting advantage. In both respects the re- 
sult has fully answered his expectations, and 
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the pledge given by him has been ae re- 
deemed. 

The Missionary arrived in New York on the 
6th of May last, and was at once received as 
a “brother beloved” by ministers and people 
of various denominations, who listened with 
deep interest to his simple communications re-+ 
garding the state and prospects of religion in, 
Sweden. In attending the anniversary meet- 
ings of the various religious benevolent so-- 
cieties, held in New York ‘and Boston, the - 
‘Missionary had a favorable opportunity for at 
once communicating information regarding 
Sweden, to a vast number of zéalous Christ- 
ians collected from various parts of the Union, | 
and the interest evidently excited on behalf 


of that country could not but be greatly’ en- - 


couraging. 
The Foreign Evangelical Society was the 
first to ‘make a new effort for the advance-— 
ment of religion in Sweden, by voting -$200 
to support two city Missionaries in Stockholm, 
and $250 in aid of the important mission to 
Lapland. The Seamen’s Friend Society fol- 
lowed with a grant of a to employ two 
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Sailor Missionaries, one at Gétheborg and 
another at Stockholm. The former, Fredrick 
Nilson, is already well known to the friends 
of the sailor as a Swedish seaman, who was 
brought to God in America, and after labor- 
ing four years in New York, returned some 
time ago to tell his kinsmen according to the 
flesh what the Lord had done for his soul; 
the latter, Olof Petterson, also a Swede, was 
converted from the error of his ways under a 
sermon preached by a Wesleyan Missionary 
on board the vessel in which he sailed, when 
off the coast of New Zealand. They both 
know the English language, and it is hoped 
may be extensively useful among seafaring 
men. | | 

The American Tract Society evidenced a 
cheerful willingness to support the Missionary 
to any reasonable extent in translating, pub- 
lishing and circulating approved tracts and 
books, and made a valuable grant of a com- 
plete set of the society’s publications as well 
as an assortment of suitable wood-cuts for 
Swedish tracts. | 

The American Bible Society, desirous of 
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uniting with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in the noble work of supplying the 
destitute in Sweden with the Holy Scriptures, 
has made a generous grant of $1,500 with 
special reference to distributions by the City 
and Sailor Missionaries above noticed. 


The American Sunday School Union, will-' 


ing to contribute something to- this great 


work, has kindly made a present of a complete | 
set of the publications of the Society, to be . 


placed under the charge of the Missionary, 


and employed for the benefit of any English » 


or American families in Stockholm who may 
desire to borrow the books for the children ; 


also to be used for translating much needed 


children’s books of a religious character into 
the Swedish language. 


The Board of Missions of the Methodist’ : 
Episcopal Church has not been behind in - 


this coming up of the tribes of the Lord to 
the help of Sweden. In the New York Con- 
ference, the Missionary found a minister of 
eight. years’ standing, and of high respecta- 
‘bility, who is a native Swede, and he express- 
ing a willingness, should God see fit, to- labor 


a 


82 APPENDIX, 


for the spiritual improvement of his country- 
men, the Board has generously resolved to 
support him in making a visit to his father- 
land next year, that it may be ascertained 
whether, and in what way, he may be em- 
ployed in Sweden. 

These accessions to the instrumentality in 
operation for the revival of religion in Swed- 
en, obtained, doubtless, in some degree in 
consequence of the communications made by 
the Missionary, afford more than a compen- 
sation for the expense of time, money, and 
personal feeling connected with his long ab- 
sence from home. But this is not all. In- | 
dividual Christians have shown how cordially 
they approve of his labor, and how ardently 
they wish him “ God speed,” by contributing 
to lessen the debt on the Mission-premises, 
with a liberality which shines the more con- 
spicuously amid the gloom which at present 
lowers over the financial hemisphere of the 
United States. At another time a greater 
amount of money might have been obtained 
much more easify. But the Christian princi- 
ple, sympathy, and affection, shown in what 
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is given under present circumstances, render 
the amount received more precious than ru- 
bies. Perhaps one half of the debt on the 
Stockholm church will be extinguished by 


the liberality of the American churches, and 


thus the property relieved from oppressive 
embarrassment. 

Vain would be every seal on the part 
of the Missionary, to express suitably his 
gratitude for this large amount of aid in. /Pro- | 
secuting his catholic designs; the best evi- 
dence of the depth and vitality of that grati- 
tude, will be his renewed and entire dedication 
of all he is or can command to the glory of » 
God and the salvation of Swedish men ; view- — 
ing. as he does the Wesleyan Mission cause 
in Stockholm, to be a testimony in favor of 
vital Christianity in a_ land where much cold 


. formality prevails ; of practical godliness, 


where iniquity abounds; of a -disinterested 
catholic spirit, where narrow-minded bigotry 
not unfrequently accompanies the exertions 
of the more zealous among the clergy ; of 
Missionary zeal, where general Missionary 


effort is only six years old, and yet very par- 
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tial. That Mission has afforded, and will yet 
more extensively afford, encouragement to 
those, by no means few, faithful servants of 
the Lord, in different parts of the country, 
who, mourning: over the overflowings of un- 
godliness, and praying and laboring for a re- 
vival of the work of the Lord, were yet, from 

their isolated position and surrounding circum- 
_ stances, often cast down and depressed. Many 
such, it must be granted, are now much more 
bold to speak the word of the Lord without _ 
fear ; and are zealously employed in a variety 
of Ghrstan benevolent labors which a few 
years ago were almost by name unknown to 
them. The momentousness of this work 
must not be estimated by statistics, must not 
be reduced to human calculations. Much has 
been accomplished which is visible ; but much 
more is gained which will only appear in that 
day when God shall bring every work into 
judgment. —_ 

The brief statements made at public meet- 
ings by the Missionary, regarding the some- 
what unusual and interesting history of Carl 
Ludvic Tellstrom, the first agent sent by the 


APPENDIX. - 85 


Swedish Missionary Society to Lapland, occa- 
sioned the urgent request from several, and 
especially respected quarters, that a more full 
account might be prepared for publication. 
To do this, was next to impossible; occupied 
as the Missionary has been, by incessant 
journeyings and public engagements, and yet 
he felt a strong desire to comply with the 
wishes of esteemed friends, the more particu- 
larly, as they considered the account, widely 
circulated, might be.of service to the churches 


of America, in stirring up to increased zeal 


and self-denial, for the furtherance of Christ’s 
cause upon earth. ‘When it is known that 
greater part of the preceding narrative has 
been written, while the writer was surround- 
ed by the hum and bustle of the steamboat, 
or otherwise equally unfavorably circum- 
stanced for literary labor, great allowance 
will be made for imperfections which would. 
not otherwise be excusable. Incontrovertible 
facts are, however, honestly given, and should - 
the relation of these facts, however imper- - 
fectly made, be blessed of God to the ad- 
-vancement of His great and gracious cause, 
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and prove to personal friends, the ardent de- 
sire of the Missionary to show gratitude for 
the unfeigned Christian love, with which 
himself and his Mission have been received, 
and encouraged, he will be thankful that mo- 
ments, which could scarcely be called “ mo- 
ments of leisure,”’ have been appropriated to 
this hurried sketch of subjects which merit 
more time, and an abler hand in their de- 
lineation. | 

New York, Sept. 14th, 1841. 
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